
Attachment 1 

Annotating Text 
What is it? 
Reading and constructing meaning from a text is a complex and active process; 
one way to help students slow down and develop their critical analysis skills is 
to teach them to annotate the text as they read.  What students annotate can be 
limited by a list provided by the teacher or it can be left up to the student’s 
discretion.  Suggestions for annotating text can include labeling and 
interpreting literary devices (metaphor, simile, imagery, personification, 
symbol, alliteration, metonymy, synecdoche, etc.); labeling and explaining the 
writer’s rhetorical devices and elements of style (tone, diction, syntax, narrative 
pace, use of figurative language, etc.); or labeling the main ideas, supportive 
details and/or evidence that leads the reader to a conclusion about the text.  Of 
course, annotations can also include questions that the reader poses and 
connections to other texts that reader makes while reading. 


