
Allusions 

Identify the following allusions used in ALL of literature 

 
Abraham and Isaac 

Absalom  

Achilles 

Agamemnon. 

Antigone 

Armageddon 

Atalanta 

Atlas 

blind leading the blind 

burning bush 

by bread alone 

Cain and Abel 

camel through a needle’s eye 

Cassandra 

cast the first stone 

cast they bread upon the waters 

conversion of Saul. 

Crucifixion 

Daedalus and Icarus 

Damocles, sword of 

Damon and Pythias 

Daniel 

David and Bathsheba 

Dionysus or Bacchus.    

divide the sheep from the goats 

eye for an eye 

four horsemen of the apocalypse 

garden of Gethsemane 

good Samaritan 

Grail or Holy Grail 

heap coals of fire 

Herod 

house has many mansions 

Iphigenia 

Isaac 

Jacob 

Jacob and Esau 

Jacob’s ladder 

Jephthah’s daughter 

Jezebel 

John the Baptist 

Joseph and his brothers 

Joseph and Potiphar’s wife 

Joseph in Egypt 

Jonah 

Judas Iscariot 

Judgment of Paris 

know them by their fruits 

labors of Hercules 

Laius 

Lamb to the slaughter 

Last Supper 

Lazarus 

Leda 

lilies of the field 

lion lies down with the lamb 

loaves and fishes 

Lot/Lot’s wife 

magi 

mammon 

Mary the Virgin 

Mary Magdalene 

massacre of the innocents 

Medusa 

Minotaur 

Moses 

Myrmidons 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 

Nemesis 

Nirvana 

Noah and the flood 

Oedipus 

Pandora 

Persephone 

Pharisees 

Philistines 

phoenix 

Pontius Pilate 

Procrustes 

Prodigal Son 

Prometheus 

Proteus 

Pygmalion 

Pyrrhus 

Rachel and Leah 

Romulus and Remus 

Ruth 

Salome 

satyrs 

Sermon on the Mount 

Sisyphus 

Sodom and Gomorrah 

Solomon 

sphinx 

Styx 

swords into ploughshares 

Tantalus 

thirty pieces of silver 

through a glass darkly 

Tower of Babel 

Trojan horse 

Utopia 

Waterloo 

 

 


